RELEASE OF REVISED SECTION 3 ADVISORY GUIDELINES

August 31, 2007—The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) releases
revised advisory guidelines for Executive Order 13287, “Preserve America,” (EO 13287)
Section 3(c): Section 3: Reporting Progress on the Identification, Protection, and Use of
Federal Historic Properties.

On February 15, 2006, the ACHP submitted its first report on the status of the federal
government’s historic properties and their contributions to local economic development
to the president as directed in EO 13287, Section 3(c). As a follow up to that report, the
ACHP and the Office of Management and Budget hosted a meeting with the Senior
Policy Officials on February 21, 2007 to discuss the ACHP’s findings in the report and
address four thematic areas where agencies continue to experience challenges in the
stewardship of historic properties. The ACHP reconvened the Section 3 Advisory
Guidelines Working Group (AGWG) to assist in revising Section 3 reporting guidelines
for release by August 31, 2007. Nine federal agencies participated in the AGWG: the
Departments of Defense, Health and Human Services, and Veterans Affairs; Bureau of
Land Management; Forest Service; General Services Administration; National
Aeronautics and Space Administration; National Park Service; and United States Postal
Service.

Since May 1, 2007, the Office of Federal Agency Programs (OFAP) has been meeting
with the AGWG to complete revisions to the advisory guidelines in anticipation of the
August 31, 2007 deadline established by Chairman Nau. The updated advisory guidance
provides a series of questions for agencies to consider as they prepare to report on their
progress in the identification, use, and protection of federal historic properties as required
by Section 3(c) of EO 13287. In recognition that Section 3(d) of EO 13287allows federal
agencies to use existing information gathering and reporting systems to fulfill the
assessment and reporting requirements of Sections 3(a)-(c) of the Executive Order, the
revised advisory guidelines will also review the relationship between EO 13287and other
federal reporting requirements and their applicability to this requirement. OFAP will
work closely with agencies to ensure that adequate assistance is available to agencies
preparing Section 3 progress reports.

For additional information on Section 3 progress reporting please contact Reid Nelson,
assistant director, at (202) 606-8556 or rnelson@achp.gov.
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